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MEETINGS 
In this department every effort is made to publish timely announcements of future meet- 
ings, as well as reports of events and papers presented at past meetings. For this we rely on 
the organizers of meetings to send us announcements as early as possible, and on colleagues 
in each country to send us reports of local activities in the history of mathematics. Unneces- 
sary duplication may be avoided by checking with the Editor or the nearest member of the 
International Commission listed on the back cover of Historiu Muthematica before submit- 
ting reports to this department. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The Bicentennial Conference on Computing 
A Forthcoming Event to Commemorate the 200th Anniversary of the 
Birth of Charles Babbage 
London, 1-3 July 1991 
Charles Babbage, the great English polymath, is celebrated today as the found- 
ing father of computing. His extraordinary mechanical engines, designed during 
the last century, incorporate many features of modern electronic computers. His 
Difference Engines were the first automatic calculating devices; his Analytical 
Engines were the first general purpose programmable computing machines to be 
devised. 
The breadth of Babbage’s interests is astonishing by any standard. In addition 
to his revolutionary work on computing machines, he made distinguished contri- 
butions to a vast range of subjects. These include mathematics, philosophy, ma- 
chine tool technology, chess, property tax, geology, cryptology, and lock-picking. 
Babbage was a fascinating and complex figure, who has variously been described 
as “the irascible genius,” a “plaintive snob,” and an unfailingly charming com- 
panion. 
The year 1991 marks the 200th anniversary of Babbage’s birth. This provides a 
unique occasion for a critical review of computing technology, the computer 
industry, and the profession. 
For further information on the meeting and registration forms, please write to: 
The Bicentennial Conference on Computing IEE Conference Services 
Savoy Place 
London WC2R OBL 
United Kingdom 
259 
0315-0860190 $3.00 
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